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Still, there are many who wonder why
there is allithe hem and haw over Chile in
official Washington. Putting asxde, just for
the moment,- {U.S. ‘investment since the
coup, one may legitimately wonder what

other factors might cause.Pinochet to be |

treated with kid gloves Could it-be that
the loose ends of the U.S. cgvert legacy in
Chile still thread through Washington like-
so many exposed electrical wxres” :;-.,._';,.;
:+,-* Did the U.:S. military partmpate in
‘the coup?- “Reports that.we had advance
knowledge' of .this. coup “are “incorrect,’”
- Nixon.ipress. secretary Gerald Warren det!
clared on Septernber. 13, 1973:Yet a:Le-:
‘gion . of . Merit.. citation - “from . the" U.S?
,\Ianne Corps to- Lieutenant' Colonel Pa-.
_trick: J.” Ryan; . head of the- U.S. NavaF
Mission to Chile at:-the" time; praises the
officer for warning a U.S.-Navy task force
‘to:stay clear of ‘Chile on, September:10
becauseits” presence.. .could :complicate:
events. ‘during.. the «coup.” The late:Pdul
Jacobs obtained the citation: ‘while report-
‘ing on the:murder of- Charles ‘Horman, a;
young -Amencan.f' limaker,’in- the after-

"security’ officer” who .defectedﬁ £*1975;
*“Charles- Horman:was }ulled because ‘he]
knew too .much.”And this ‘was done: be-
tween the CIA and the local authorities.”
‘Horman had: spent.part -of -the. last. few
days of his' life:with Lieutert®nt Colonel
|‘Patnck J." Ryan and :Navy Captaxn Ray
' Davis, who signed Ryan’s extatxon Ll
- . ~eThe Ch\lean embassy was ta.r’eted for
a series of bréak-ins in‘1972.'According to
‘ an informant of, ‘the FBI, Bérnard Barker.
“was mvolved in those break-ins:-Author
L David Wise also established that the FBI
[ had planted bugs in the embassy at-the
i CIA's request.: The completa story of the

 raath of the coup:.According to-a-Chilean] .

“break-ins has never beer uncovered.=":
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- The story2oF TTTIs offer' t3 finanes
- cording to'the CIA; the offers were turned
down... Less: well” kiiown i the- story “of-
gBralexan helpin Allende s overthrow. Acs
“cording: to~ a: ‘Washingtor Post ‘story . by

-Marlise- Sxmons in:1975, the Brazilian In-;

“stitute:of Political;’Economic; and Soczal
-Studies-.(IPES) advised " Chilean™ busi-
“nessmen=-ins hoW<ts " ovetthidw  Allende,
‘using the, Ganlagt:caiinof 196+ G LHCH
the U.S. was instrumental) as a model.
- “The recipe exists, and you can bake the
cake any time,” a founder of IPES told
Simons. “We saw how it worked in Brazil,
and now again in Chile . . . A lot of money
was put out to topple Allende.” CIA covert
ection specialist David Phillips was .re-
. called from Brazil in 19"0 to take over the
-CIA’s Chile Task Force. .- .

» Michael Townley and the CIA Those
who have closely followed the Letelier case
have long been intriguéd by DINA agent

‘Michael Townley s contacts with the CIA
and American embassy officials in San-
tiago prior to the coup and his mission to
kill Letelier: On two occasions-in Miami;

in 1970 and again in'1973, Townley called;

up the CIA station; told’ them’ he was:
returning to Chile, - and- offered his”ser-
vices. The CIA- went so-far as to. clear
Townley for a recriitment pxteh, but ack
.-cording to records the agency ‘turned over;
‘to the court he was-nevér hired.. Back in
Santiago during-_the' ‘Allende " period;

Townley soon ‘became active-with Patna y
: Libertad, a  right-wing - terrorist.: “group

which re(;ewed some CIA. fundmg -and-at;

“the - same time fostered ‘friendships.-with.
“embassy officials,’ “particularly - :Fred
‘Purdy, the U.S. conaul_ Townley was: re-
‘cruited by DINA.after the. coup. 2 and soon
‘received orders to"carry. out .missions. on
-several-continents: It was-the penod when:
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“anti-Allende activities-is ,weﬂ known Ac-
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secret police. of the**Southern Cone” dic*
tatorships into Operation Condor; a world-~
wide “assassination - co-op. According - to
Senate Foreign Relations Committee files,
when Condor began to set up aaMiami-
office in 1975 Henry Kissingér objected to
the: efforts of some State Departmenb of-
ficers. to rebuke Chile publicly. .Instead;,
“quiet” orders were. given to Contreras to'
foid his tents. Latew; as part of Condor,
Contreras tried to enlist«Paraguay te get
Townley a visa to eater tbe U.S.on the
Letelier ~hit missiom,s but. .the: p}an;
backfired. The reason it backfired, accords]
ing to:some ‘accounts,.is.that- US:‘am-n
bassador - George Landau queried”thén-:
deputy dxrﬂctor of the CIA Vernon Walters
and alarms went up. Beyond that,’ Little i i~
definitiv ely ‘known-about Walter’s subse~j
quem. actions in régard to Townley..What“
is' known is-that t.he FBI had pictures of .
Townley within a..immonth of the Letelier:

-assassination but was ‘not ao!e to connect>;

the pictures to the name. Consndenna—the
above events and the-’ close CIA-DINA
relationship after the coup, why did xb-take-' :
so.long? Investigators insist there was nio:

“effort on the CIA’s part to stopewail them: |

- * CIA agents in the Pxnochet )unta It:1

is interesting to note that one of the princi-if !
ple Chilean negotiators in the Letelier case;’|
was puohshmv magnate Hernan Cubillos,.
who became foreign minister in April 1978,

within days of- the expulsion of.DINA
agent Michael - Townley to-the U.S.3
Cubilles, according. to documents. sub-

.mitted in camera toU. S. District-Court i m

connection ‘with the-ITT/Chile investigaZ’

-tion, was a CIA agent.The CIA successful

ly kept names of other Chxlearr ‘assets’

out of the Church committee’s report: Itis
not out. of ‘the question- tha.,,.famc hearts
dealing " with :‘the Letelier : case™*at ‘the|

. ""l‘fxahesc levels ‘of the govemmenb would4 I
‘DIN t\ chlef ‘Contreras was’ orgamzmv the . i )




